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Iris chamaeiris [Iris lutescens] 
Walter Welch 

Originally appeared in the Dwarf Iris Society Beginners’ Manual, c. 1965. Photos have been added, and the text has 

been edited slightly to note current species names (in square brackets) and to conform with modern typographical 

conventions. 

I. chamaeiris was first described Antonio Bertolini in 1837. The name is derived from a Greek word 

meaning “on the ground.” It is interesting to note that chamaeiris is mentioned by Sir Francis Bacon 

(1561–1626) in his essay “Of Gardens.” It is native to the coastal areas in southern France and in 

northwestern Italy. I. chamaeiris has various synonyms or subspecies names; among them are I. italica 

and I. olbiensis, and Dykes includes I. virescens and I. lutescens. It is certain that this complex shows a 

quite wide variation in size and form; the Bertolini type being the smallest (around 6 inches high), 

whereas I. italica often grows up to 12 inches high. 

I. chamaeiris is the largest as well as the latest blooming of the true dwarfs. Generally speaking, we 

consider the average normal height of this species and its horticultural derivatives as around 8 inches. 

Its leaves remain quite green during the winter; the stalk usually rises above the leaves supporting a 

single terminal bud., but rarely it will produce two buds in a terminal cluster, due probably to 

environmental conditions such as climate, season, culture, etc. I. chamaeiris always has its ovary at the 

bottom of the stalk, with spathe valves more green and rounded and close wrapping, showing only a 

slight keel on the outer valves. 

As to colors in the chamaeiris forms, they are mostly blue-purple and red-purple, or medium to pale 

yellow, with an occasional near-white form. The patterns run in beautiful selfs and bitones, with 

occasionally a faint border on the falls. Beards are predominantly yellow, but often beards of violet, 

blue, or white are found on contrasting petal colors, which add variety and are most effective. 
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