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Iris reichenbachii 
Walter Welch 

Originally appeared in the Dwarf Iris Society Beginners’ Manual, c. 1965. Photos have been added, and the text has 

been edited slightly to note current species names (in square brackets) and to conform with modern typographical 

conventions. 

I. reichenbachii (Heuffel, 1858, Balkans) is the name applied to a group of irises that covers a large area 

in southeast Europe and which Dykes called the Balkan representative of I. chamaeiris [I. lutescens] 

because of its similarity in form. He further states it is known under various names, as bosniaca and 

serbica for the yellow forms, and balkana for the brownish purple forms. 

Dykes stated that reichenbachii is readily distinguished by its rounded sharply keeled spathes. He also 

states the flowers are either a clear yellow of more delicate texture than the flowers of I. chamaeiris, or 

of a brownish purple like those of I. mellita [I. suaveolens]. 

The plant I received from Gerald Darby of England appears to meet the proper descriptions. My notes 

on it are as follows: Height 9 inches, standards 2 inches high, 1½ inches wide. Falls 1½ inches long, 1 inch 

wide. As you may note the standards are much larger than the falls. Standards are arched, falls tucked 

abruptly. The beard is violet-purple with no yellow down inside. Small white flash at haft, standards 

smoky violet with deeper veining, falls sane but one shade lighter, style arms as standards. No spot on 

falls, white pollen. Ovary at top of stalk, both valves sharply keeled, herbaceous. Spathes are distinctive 

for their shape, being flattened rather than rounded as Dykes describes, very short and compact, oblong 

or elliptical. Perianth tube ½ inch, two blooms in the terminal. Tallest leaf 5 inches x ½ inch, pointed and 

tends to sickle shape. The stalk is stiff and almost woody, with strong bract showing. 
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I. reichenbachii ex Mt. Vikos, 
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